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THE HUNDRED DAYS OF THE CON-
GRESS: SWITZERLAND AND ITALY

The fete went on, but the same idea immediately occurred
to everyone: that England had allowed Napoleon to es-
cape. Later, this suspicion was extended to Austria and
France. This, however, is an extremely doubtful point.
What is certain is that Napoleon could only have been
able to embark and take his departure with a following
of 1,000 people because of the carelessness of the Anglo-
French fleet, which was supposed to guard him. Could it
be that England and France, if not Austria, having been
forewarned of Napoleon's coup de, main, had let him go
ahead, expecting to stop him as soon as he landed in
France, and send him to a remoter exile? If this is the
correct hypothesis, the adventure baffled all these too
astute calculations by an initial stroke of luck beyond all
expectation. What is the explanation for this initial suc-
cess? Why was Napoleon, one year after his abdication,
again able to assume the throne of France for a few months
without a single shot being fired? The leading role in this
comic opera could only have been played by the army.
But the army could not have reversed itself so completely